THE    EPIC    MARCH	17!
There was no reply for a week. Fresh instructions were issued to
the army. They were to trudge twenty to twenty-four miles a day for
eight days till they reached Tolstoy Farm or were arrested on the way.
Kallenbach had made all necessary arrangements to settle them on
the farm. The idea was to construct mud huts with the help of the
marchers themselves and to stop there till the struggle was over and
in the meanwhile to maintain themselves by working on the farm.
When all the preparations for the march were completed, Gandhi
made one more effort towards settlement. From Charlestown he
telephoned to General Smuts who was in Pretoria. His secretary
replied: *eGeneral Smuts will have nothing to do with you. You may
do just as you please.5* Gandhi now decided to march on the next day.
Gandhi had made better preparations this time. He carried a
small, improvised medical chest and some instruments which a lay-
man like himself could also handle. But the chest was to be carried
bodily as there was to be no conveyance with the pilgrims. As they
proposed to encamp every day near some village, the smallest quan-
tity of drugs was carried in the chest, hardly sufficient for a hundred
persons. Gandhi depended for drugs and food on the villages. A large
European bakery willingly contracted to supply bread at each halting
place. The arrangement ran smoothly because even the railway
officials willingly co-operated in delivering the bread in time. The
budget for the march was £250 a day. Gokhale had planned to send
£2,000 a month for six months for the relief of passive resisters.
On November 6., at 6.30 a.m.^ 2,037 men, 127 women and 57
children offered prayers and began the march "in the name of
God". These marchers consisted of either coal-miners or workers on
sugar plantations, some free and others indentured. Some were in
western dress but most were in loin-cloth.
There was a small spruit one mile from Charlestown cutting Natal
from the Transvaal. Mounted police were on duty at the border.
Gandhi went up to them instructing the marchers to cross over when
he signalled. But while he was still talking to the policemen, the mass
of cheering, shouting Indians, in their ragged clothes, made a rush
and crossed into Volksrust, on the other side of the border. The police
surrounded them, but the surging multitude was not easy to control.
The police had no intention of arresting them. Gandhi pacified the
marchers and got them to arrange themselves in a regular row. In a
few minutes there was order and the inarch into the Transvaal began.

